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One of the most compassionate and gracious creations of Hashem was the
institution of teshuva. The Bat Ayin will now introduce this idea and explain how
we can discover important advice that will help us to achieve teshuva hidden
beneath the surface of some of the primary concepts that appear in Parashat Ki
Teitzei.
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"When you will build a new house...you shall make a fence for your roof"
(Devarim 22:8)
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by way of an allusion. Behold, the 15 1,045 that through the concept

primary purpose for the creation of teshuva one can purify evil deeds,
of the world was so that it should thoughts, and desires.
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The concept of teshuva is referred to

by the name "n1" (house), as is found

in the Gemara (Rosh Hashana 17b) "I

am Hashem before one sins and I am

Hashem after sins." A ba'al teshuva is

symbolized by the letter 1 (spelled 1°3),

which represents the notion of "I am

Hashem after one sins." Therefore,

a ba'al teshuva is referred to by the

letter 1’31, which also spells the word
for "house" - 2.
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This is the meaning of the words
of our pasuk: "and you will bring her
into your house." According to the

Ohr Hachayim, this is referring to
the soul. One of the central themes
in the parashah is that of the eishet
y'fat to'ar, a gentile woman who is sent
by the enemy to distract and entice
the Jewish soldiers. If certain criteria
are met, a solider is granted legal
permission to convert such a woman
and marry her. Under the surface of
this law, the Ohr HaChayim uncovers
an allegory that describes the soul.

The Bat Ayin now explains how
the various phrases of the pasuk

allude to the soul's journey of
teshuva.
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"And you shall see a beautiful
woman in her captivity" refers to
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the soul when it is in captivity. When
the soul commits a transgression, it is
considered to be "in captivity."
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"And you will bring her into your
house" refers to the concept of teshuva.
As we explained earlier, the word n°a
(house) represents the concept of
teshuva. The beautiful woman who
is captured during war represents
the soul that is captured by the evil
inclination due to sin. The pasuk is
telling us what one must do when
"bringing the captive woman into his
home" or, in other words, it is alluding
to the steps of teshuva.

The Bat Ayin now explains how the
central steps of the conversion process
of the eishet yefat to'ar allude to the
steps of teshuva.
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"You shall shave her head" -
shaving her head alludes to the
removal of evil thoughts since
thoughts develop in one's head.
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"You shall grow out her nails" -

this means to repair one's hands,

which are the instruments of action,
and his evil deeds.
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"She shall cry over her father and

mother for a month" - this means

to cry with a bitter heart and from

the depths of one's heart about his
evil thoughts.
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For, the faculty of thought is
referred to as "father and mother"
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since thought gives birth to action.
Just as a father and mother together
give birth to a child, one's thoughts can
give birth to his actions.

Until now the Bat Ayin discussed an
approach to teshuva in general. Now
the Bat Ayin addresses how one who
did teshuva for his sins and relapsed
to repeat his wrongful behavior can do
teshuva once again with even greater
dedication and lasting impact.
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The teshuva process of a ba'al
teshuva who did teshuva and then
relapsed to perform transgressions
requires a (¢reater, intensified
renewal and embittered heart than
the first teshuva that failed in order
so that he should not be considered
to be among the "sinners of Israel

who are full of regret," chas

v'shalom.
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The concept of renewal is that
one should have embarrassment
from his misdeeds, humility, and
fear before the Creator at every
moment, as it says (Tehillim 16:8)
"I place Hashem in front of me
always."
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This is the meaning of the words of
the pasuk "when you will build a new
house," which refers to teshuva in
a state of remewal. This refers to
one who did teshuva, fell once again
to sin, and then started a new process
of teshuva. Such an individual must
do teshuva with even greater vigor
and energy than the first time he did
teshuva.
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The mitzvah of npyn, which also
appears in this parasha and is
associated with one's house (the
symbol of teshuva) teaches us an
important lesson about the role of fear
and reverence in our teshuva process.
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"And you will make a fence" (npyn)
is the gematriya of nx7, fear, and the
word "your roof" (73) is the gematriya
of the essential name of Hashem
(n"™n). This refers to the concept of
teshuva that we described above. The
"new house," which represents the
second teshuva of one who fell prey to
sin must have a "ma'akeh" (fence). The
word for fence (7pyn) is the numerical
value of nX7v (fear), which indicates
that such an individual must have a
greater level of fear. Furthermore, the
word for "your roof" (721), the location
of the fence, is the same value as the
name of Hashem. This indicates that
such a person must maintain a deeper
awareness of Hashem at all times. The
loftier renewal that a ba'al teshuva has
after sinning and commencing a new

journey towards teshuva contains this
heightened fear of sin and awareness
of always being in Hashem's presence.
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"I am Hashem when you do
teshuva" means that you should
have the element of fear and then
you will be able to do teshuva from
the depth of a broken and humbled
heart before Hashem without being
disgraced. (This is alluded to in
Tehillim 51:19.)
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Alternatively, we can suggest that
the expression "and you shall make
a fence" (7pyn) is the gemmatriya of
787 (fear) and the expression "for your
roof" (M) is the gematriya of Hashem's
name (71"™n), as explained above, for
the following reason.
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The meaning of this is that when you
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remember Hashem's name you will be Hashem helps to develop fear of sin
inspired to fear Hashem. Just as the and, therefore, will help one to avoid
fence protects those on the roof from sin. In this merit the redeemer will
falling off, remembering the name of come to Tzion, amen.

Summary: Among many other mitzvot, Parashat Ki Teitzei deals with
the mitzvah to build a npvn (fence) around one's roof and the topic
of the eishet yefat to'ar, the gentile woman who is permitted to be
converted to Judaism and married during a time of war. According
to the Ohr Hachayim, there are important lessons beneath the
surface of these mitzvot and significant advice that can guide a
person on a quest to do teshuva.

Besides being an actual halachic principle, the eishet yefat to'ar is
also an allegory for the neshama that descends to this world and
became captive to one's yetzer hara and sins. After the soul has
been captured, there are certain things that it needs to do in order
to rectify its situation, just as the eishet yefat to'ar must do certain
things in order to be considered a proper convert and the legal
wife of her husband. The letter 3, spelled 3, and the word house
(also spelled 1) represent the concept of teshuva. The expression
describing the eishet yefat to'ar "and you will bring her into your
house,"” therefore, alludes to the process of bringing one's neshama
(symbolized by the eishet yefat to'ar) to do teshuva (represented by
one word "house").

The Torah then outlines several things that the eishet yefar to'ar
must do in order to complete her conversion. For the purpose of
our discussion, this means that there several essential things that a
person must do in order to complete the process of teshuva. The
eishet yefat to'ar must first shave her head. This alludes to the
removal of evil thoughts, which develop in one's mind/head. Next,
she must grow her finger nails long. This represents the need
to "repair one's hands," which are the instruments of action. In
other words, one must ensure that his actions are now conducted
within the parameters of halacha. Finally, she must cry over her
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father and mother. This refers to heartfelt regret over one's evil
thoughts, which are referred to as the father and mother since
one's thoughts give birth to his actions.

In the last segment of this essay, the Bat Ayin offers advice for one
who had done teshuva for his misdeeds, but reverted back to his
errant behavior. When building a "new house" (doing teshuva again
for a repeated sin), one must make extra effort to achieve spiritual
renewal and lasting dedication to observe and fulfill the mitzvot.
This occurs when one follows the steps outlined above and when
one aspires to achieve genuine fear of sin and fear of heaven.
This advice is hinted to in the Torah's command to build a fence
(7pyn) upon the completion of a new house since the gematriya
of the word npyn is equivalent to the word nxv (fear). Another
lesson that one can learn from this gematriya is that just as a 7pvn
protects one from falling off the roof, remembering the name of
Hashem can help one to develop lasting fear and abstain from sin.
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